
Gospel Reading   -   Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

Lk 11:1-13 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, 

one of his disciples said to him, 

"Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples." 

He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come. 

Give us each day our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins 

for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us, 

and do not subject us to the final test." 

 

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend 

to whom he goes at midnight and says, 

'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 

for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey 

and I have nothing to offer him,' 

and he says in reply from within, 

'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked 

and my children and I are already in bed. 

I cannot get up to give you anything.' 

I tell you, 

if he does not get up to give the visitor the loaves 

because of their friendship, 

he will get up to give him whatever he needs 

because of his persistence. 

 

"And I tell you, ask and you will receive; 

seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. 

For everyone who asks, receives; 

and the one who seeks, finds; 

and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

What father among you would hand his son a snake 

when he asks for a fish? 

Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? 

If you then, who are wicked, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will the Father in heaven 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?" 

 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?25


 

What are we asking for when we pray the Lord’s Prayer?  

In his book, Moments for Mothers (New Leaf Press: 1996), Robert Strand relates the story of a young boy 

named Benjamin who wrote a prayer-letter to God to ask for a baby sister.  

“Dear God, I’ve been a very good boy. . .” and then stopped, thinking that God might not be convinced by his 

claim.  

Taking a new sheet of paper, he began again, “Dear God, most of the time, I’ve been good. . .” Again, he 

stopped, dissatisfied that his plea was not sufficiently moving. 

 After a few thoughtful moments, the young boy got a towel from the linen closet and laid it carefully on a 

chair in the living room. Then he went to the mantle over the fireplace and very slowly lifted down the statue 

of Mary. He had often seen his mother carefully dust the statue and knew it to be a special family heirloom. 

Very gently, Benjamin placed the Madonna in the middle of the towel, carefully folding over the edges. Then, 

after he secured the towel with rubber bands, he carried his parcel back to his desk, took another piece of 

paper and made his third attempt at a letter. . . “Dear God, if you ever want to see your mother again. . .” 

 

God does not always answer our prayers in the way we wish or expect! 

When you see someone who has perfected a skill – you look at awe at how easy it 

is for them. But behind that beauty of motion – is hard work and lot of effort. 

Perfecting your craft – takes time and discipline. 

One of the disciples was very curious – he wanted to learn the secrets of prayer 

from Jesus.  

“Lord teach us to pray – just as John taught his disciples.” 

From that request – Jesus teaches them  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Thoughts from Bishop Barron 

1st – We are invited to call the All Mighty, our creator – FATHER – 

ABBA – DADDY 

• “Father, Hallowed be your name” 
- We always hold His name Holy 

- We look at God as Supreme 

- God – you are the center of my life 

This is the most important part – when 

we get this right – all our interest / 

needs are lock step with God.  



- We need to ask ourselves daily – is He really the center of our life? 

2nd  –  God wants order – for many years the Israelites were in 

search of God’s way of ordering things – how long will it take? 

Jesus is the Kingdom in person  

• “Your Kingdom come” 

- But today that order is in conflict – we pray that your Kingdom will come 

down & bring order to our messed-up World.  

- So, when we pray this (Your Kingdom come) we are asking to be drawn 

more & more completely into the power of Jesus. 

3nd  –  what is this bread – that we are praying for?   

• “Give us this day our daily bread” 
- Are we praying for ordinary bread?  

1. No, we are asking for Christ in the Eucharist.  

2. We want to be drawn to Him – we want to be feed. 

4th   – the forgiveness of sins is at the heart of what Jesus is all 

about – Why?   

• “Forgive us our sins” 
- We can’t ask anyone to forgive all of our sins except God – because 

he is the one that is offended by all of our sins.  

- So, God can say to us – “your sins are forgiven.”  

- This is how we are drawn into the Kingdom of God – God forgives 

our sins – that is power – it is a release of feeling of worry, anxious 

tension.  

5th   – now it is our turn to forgive others – whatever that hurt 

might be   

• “For we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us” 
- This is a huge challenge for us 



- If we don’t forgive others their sins – how can we ask God to forgive 

us? 

- By forgiving others – we become Christ like to others  

- We are praying for the grace to forgive others.  

- This will be the biggest challenge – you will face in your entire life.  

6th   – as Christ comes into our life – we tend to resist Christ   

• “And do not subject us to the final test” 
- We can find ourselves saying – I don’t want him Lord in my life, I 

don’t want to change. 

- Expect it – don’t be shocked, don’t be surprised.  
 

Then Jesus tells the story of the neighbor who is not 

prepared for the guest that arrives at night  

• What is the meaning of the story?  

Gospel ending: 

“And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will 

find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  Luke 11:9 

• Does God give us everything we ask for? Why not? He says right up 

above that He will.  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2011.9

